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Mission & Purpose of the WakeUp
Initiative
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Why This Handbook Matters

Phishing Scams: Fraudsters posing as banks or companies via email or
text.
Investment Scams: Promises of guaranteed high returns with little or no
risk.
Romance Scams: Fake relationships designed to extract money or
personal information.
Business/Check Fraud: Fake invoices, altered checks, or unauthorized
transactions.
Identity Theft: Use of personal details to open accounts or commit crimes
in another person’s name.
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Common Types of Fraud

Warning Signs & Red Flags
Promises of high returns with no risk.
Urgent requests for secrecy or immediate payment.
Unverified links or suspicious email addresses.
Pressure to send money or share information quickly.
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How to Protect Yourself (Checklists)
Verify sender information before sending money.
Use two-factor authentication for online accounts and banking.
Never share personal details via email or text.
Monitor your credit reports and bank accounts regularly.
Consult trusted family or professionals before making large financial decisions.

What To Do If You Are a Victim
(Resources & Hotlines)

In the United States:
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Activities Hours

March
initiative founded, social media accounts, mission pledge, flyer ~50

April Digital handbook, first Medium blog, outreach to libraries ~45

May ~55

June ~60

July ~65

August ~40

September  ~70
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References & Resources

FBI Internet Crime Complaint Center (IC3): www.ic3.gov

National Elder Fraud Hotline: 1-833-372-8311

Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) Investor Protection: www.sec.gov | Phone:

1-800-732-0330

Better Business Bureau Scam Tracker: www.bbb.org/scamtracker

Alzheimer’s Association Fraud Prevention: www.alz.org | Phone: 1-800-272-3900

U.S. Department of Homeland Security – ‘If You See Something, Say Something®’:

www.dhs.gov/see-something-say-something

Website:
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