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Mission Statement:

The WakeUp Initiative is dedicated to preventing financial fraud, educating
communities, and ensuring accountability through restitution, rehabilitation, and
civic engagement.

A Personal Note from the Founder

| created the WakeUp Initiative out of a strong belief that awareness
can prevent suffering. | have seen how fraud destroys trust,

damages families, and undermines communities.

This handbook is my commitment to helping others avoid the traps
that too many fall into. It is not about me, but about the people and
communities | want to protect. By sharing lessons, resources, and
practical tools, my goal is to make sure others stay safe, informed,

and empowered.

Faizou Gnora

Founder - WakeUp Initiative



Mission & Purpose of the WakeUp
Initiative

Demonstrating community rehabilitation, civic responsibility, and commitment to
deterrence, restitution and public services.

Executive Summary

This work is a voluntary, independent civic effort and is not affiliated with any
government agency.

The WakeUp Initiative Fraud Prevention Handbook is a community resource designed
to help individuals, families, and businesses protect themselves against fraud.

Fraud is one of the fastest-growing threats to financial security worldwide. It
undermines trust, causes lasting harm to victims, and weakens communities. This
handbook provides clear guidance on how to recognize warning signs, avoid common

scams, and take action if victimized.

The WakeUp Initiative was created to promote awareness, prevention, and
accountability. Through education campaigns, workshops, digital resources, and
community partnerships, we aim to make fraud prevention accessible to everyone.

Our mission is simple: protect communities, strengthen trust, and empower people with

knowledge.



Why This Handbook Matters

Fraud undermines trust, destroys families and damages communities. By
providing accessible guidance, this handbook seeks to empower individuals to
recognize red flags, protect themselves, and know how to respond if they
become victims. This proactive prevention work demonstrates the power of
rehabilitation and accountability in action. It reflects that lessons learned from
mistakes can be transformed into protection for society.

Common Types of Fraud

e Phishing Scams: Fraudsters posing as banks or companies via email or
text.

e Investment Scams: Promises of guaranteed high returns with little or no
risk.

« Romance Scams: Fake relationships designed to extract money or
personal information.

» Business/Check Fraud: Fake invoices, altered checks, or unauthorized
transactions.

 Identity Theft: Use of personal details to open accounts or commit crimes
in another person’s name.

Warning Signs & Red Flags

» Promises of high returns with no risk.

» Urgent requests for secrecy or immediate payment.

» Unverified links or suspicious email addresses.

e Pressure to send money or share information quickly.



How to Protect Yourself (Checklists)

Verify sender information before sending money.

Use two-factor authentication for online accounts and banking.

Never share personal details via email or text.

Monitor your credit reports and bank accounts regularly.

Consult trusted family or professionals before making large financial decisions.

What To Do If You Are a Victim
(Resources & Hotlines)

In the United States:

Federal Trade Commission (FTC): www.ftc.gov | Phone: 1-877-382-4357
FBI Internet Crime Complaint Center (IC3): www.ic3.gov

U.S. Department of Justice Fraud Section: www.justice.gov/criminal-fraud
National Elder Fraud Hotline: 1-833-372-8311

Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) Investor Protection: www.sec.gov |
Phone: 1-800-732-0330

Better Business Bureau Scam Tracker: www.bbb.org/scamtracker

Contact your bank immediately to freeze accounts and prevent further loss.



Community Responsibility & Public Commitment

Fraud prevention is more than awareness it requires ongoing
responsibility. The WakeUp Initiative is committed to:

» Education providing free resources, workshops, and digital content
to raise awareness.

« Accountability promoting ethical business practices and
transparency in communities.

« Community Service partnering with schools, libraries, and civic
organizations to expand access to fraud-prevention tools.

» Support for Victims sharing resources and encouraging pathways to
recovery and justice.

By making fraud prevention a shared responsibility, we can build
safer communities where families, businesses, and future
generations are better protected.



Community Impact & Activities Overview

Since its creation, the WakeUp Initiative has focused on
building awareness and empowering communities through
fraud-prevention education. Our impact includes:

» Educational Resources: Digital handbooks, blog
articles, and social media campaigns reaching diverse
audiences.

 Workshops & Webinars: Online fraud-prevention
seminars with Q&A sessions to make learning interactive.

« Community Partnerships: Outreach to libraries,
schools, and civic groups to expand fraud awareness.

 Media & Awareness Tools: Flyers, podcasts, and
deterrence videos designed to reach both younger and older
generations.

e Public Access: Launch of wakeupfraud.org to p
rovide open, transparent resources for anyone seeking p
rotection from fraud.



Website & Transparency
The launch of www.wakeupfraud.org in September 2025 ensures long-term

transparency and accessibility. The website hosts the digital handbook, civic pledge,
blogs, podcasts and monthly reports, allowing authorities and the public to track
impact in real time.

Civic Engagement & Forward Commitment

Our Ongoing Engagement Includes:

* Monthly Awareness Campaigns Posting fraud-prevention tips, checklists, a
nd real-world case studies across social media and community platforms.

» Workshops & Webinars Hosting interactive sessions online and in-person to
help families, students, seniors, and small businesses stay informed.

» Educational Content Publishing blogs, podcasts, and digital resources that
break down fraud risks in clear, accessible language.

« Community Partnerships Collaborating with libraries, schools, and civic
organizations to distribute resources and expand outreach.

 Victim Support Awareness Promoting hotlines, counseling services, and
reporting tools so victims know they are not alone and can find the help they need.

Our Forward Commitment:
Looking ahead, the WakeUp Initiative pledges to:

» Expand our fraud-prevention programs across new communities, both |
ocally and globally.

e Continue developing easy-to-access educational tools for families and
businesses.

» Strengthen partnerships with community leaders, institutions, and
organizations dedicated to public safety.

» Uphold transparency and accountability in all our activities, ensuring that the
fight against fraud remains a shared responsibility.

Together, through consistent civic engagement and a clear forward commitment,

we can protect today’s communities and safeguard tomorrow’s generations.



Closing Message Dedication to Victims
and Future Generations

Fraud destroys trust, weakens families, and erodes the strength of
our communities. Too often, its impact goes beyond money it
affects dignity, safety, and peace of mind.

This handbook is dedicated to the victims of fraud, whose
experiences remind us why prevention and awareness are
essential. It is also dedicated to future generations, who deserve to
grow up in communities where safety, honesty, and transparency
are protected values.

The WakeUp Initiative believes that education and vigilance are the
strongest tools we have. By learning, sharing, and standing
together, we can build a culture where fraud is harder to commit
and easier to expose.

Our promise Is simple: to keep raising awareness, supporting
victims, and empowering communities today and for generations to
come.

This work also aligns with broader public safety efforts. The U.S. Department
of Homeland Security promotes the campaign ‘If You See Something, Say
Something®,’ reminding us all to remain vigilant and report suspicious or
fraudulent activity. Fraud prevention begins with awareness, and we
encourage readers to adopt the same vigilance in financial and community
matters.
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| dedicate this handbook to the victims who suffered and to future generations who
deserve safety, trust, and transparency.

With continued humility and responsibility,
Faizou Gnora
Founder, WakeUp Initiative

Contact: info@wakeupfraud.org | Instagram: @wakeupinitiative Website:
www.wakeupfraud.org
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